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Introduction

VCC (Vedic Cultural Center) is dedicated to preserving,
practicing, and growing the Vedic tradition for the benefit of all
and especially younger generation. The Vedasteach us that we
are all part of one great family originating from the Supreme
Lord with a common origin. Therefore Vedic culture celebrates
commonality of all human beings and teaches us to live in
harmony with nature and other living entities by practice of the
universal principle of ahimsa (non violence) and worship of the
Supreme Lord.

The Vedic Cultural Center is a community services project
of ISKCONNew Gaya Japan which is open to all regardless of
race, religion, gender, nationality, language, economic status or
any other affiliations. Vedic Culture Center shall be the abode
of following Vedic Deities.

-Shri Balaji -Shri Laxmidevi
-Shri Buddhadev -Shri Nrsinghadev
-Shri Durgadevi -Shri Ram Darbaar
-Shri Ganeshiji -Shri Rishabdev
-Shri Hanumaniji -Shri Shiv Parivaar

-Shri Jagannath, Baladey Subhadra




Mission

T

He Came
With the
Message

Of the
Absolute
World

To provide an excellent facility for the greater Tokyo
community to participate in cultural & spiritual events,
seminars, exhibits and festivals that help preserve and
promote the traditional vedic arts, cuisine, music, dance,
drama, literature and languages.

Vedas are ancient scriptures from India that provide
spiritual and practical knowledge for the upliftment of all
people. Veda means knowledge. This knowledge has
been passed down from the very beginning of time. Vedic
culture has preserved the principles of right action and
right thought that promote peace and social harmony.
Modern society can benefit tremendously from the Vedic
knowledge and culture.

We invite you to connect with the original teachings of
the Vedas and enrich your | i fjeudey with this five
thousand year old tradition. Vedic life is simple i learn
through arts, music, dance and drama while leading a life
of social harmony and respect for basic human dignity by
worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead




Activities
) Festivals
g3 VCCprovides a common platform to the whole
@48l society in Tokyo, where one can participate

. 4| and celebrate various -cultural & spiritual
# festivals.

Food for Life

The center provides extensive free food
| distribution through the Food for Life program.
4 It played a role of Giri-Govardhan for the
Nepali students of Sendai University after
Great Tohoku Earthquake by providing them
shelter and food.

Vedic Culture School

74 Younger generation are getting rare

~ ,f opportunity of learning Vedic culture in the
Al land of rising sun by selflessly dedicated and
hard working teachers.

Yagya
VCC is open for all to celebrate their important

Il days in an auspicious way of conducting

&l Yagya It provides an opportunity to celebrate
Birthdays, Anniversaries and perform Naam-
karan, Anna-prashan, Mundan, etc.

Sankirtan

VCC welcomes anyone and everyone to chant
the holy names of the Supreme Lord for the
spiritual upliftment & well being of the society.
Sunder Kand path, Mata ki Chauki, Harinaam,
i etc. are common sankirtan programs in India.




Shri Ram Darbaar

Shri Ram Darbaar Naraen-Ten

Introduction

Lord Ramachandra (Lord Ram) is an incarnation of the
Supreme Lord who appeared in Ayodhya during the Treta
Yuga Lord Ram is often described as the embodiment of
truth & morality, an ideal son, husband and above all, an
ideal king. Lord Ram is also called as Raghava, Rajarama,
Raghupati, etc. The Ramayanahas played a most significant
part of the Vedic culture, and relates the story of Lord Rama
and His wife Sita.

Influence in Japanese history

He is referred to as Naraenten (Narayana), also
called Kengo-rikishi or Kongo-rikishi or Nio has many
common features with Vishnu (Bishinu-ten) in Japanese
Hajime Nakamura author of The History of Early Vedbnta
Philosophy, has pointed out that the Hindu Ramayana and

its various versions are found in the name of 6 Ta i hne i

China and Japan One can also see the influence of the
Indian epic Ramayana in the traditional Japanese dance
forms of 'Bugaku' and 'Gigaku' . An abridged version of the
Rama story as given in a collection of popular tales, named
the Hobutsushu by Tairano Yasoyoriin the 12" century.

h




Shishiarivaar

Shri Shiv Parivaar Daikoku-Ten

Introduction

Lord Shiva is the spiritual master of the entire world by showing
how to worship the Supreme. Rudra vaishnav sampradaya is a
spiritual line which comes directly from him (There are other
lineages also which come from him). Although he has nothing to
attain in this material world, he is always engaged for the benefit
of everyone in this universe. Lord Shiva is also in control of the
destructive energy, tamo-guna, the mode of darkness, and is
assisted by Kali and Durga in this purpose.

Influence in Japanese history

Lord Shiv is very famous in Japan as Daikoku (Lord of darkness),
MakeishuraTen, Ishana, Daijizai-ten, etc. There is an interesting
custom known as Fuku-nusubi (fortune -stealing), with the belief
that he who stole divine figures (gods and goddesses) was
assured of good fortune, if not caught in the act of stealing.

The Tokonoma or alcovesin Japaneseparlor often have a smiling
image of Daikoku/Mahakala clad in Japaneserobes and standing
on two bags of rice representing affluence. The traditional
pilgrims climbing the holy Mount Ontake wear tenugui on white
Japanesescarves with the sacred mantra Om.




Shiisanesh;ji

Shri Ganesh DaishokangiTen
Introduction

Lord Ganesh is the lord of entrances, astrology & learning. In
many Vedic temples, we first see a deity of Ganeshto pray for
blessings and removal of obstacles in our devotion or the rituals
that we do inside the temple. Hewas Vy a s a dseribeagbvaote
the Mahabharata and Srimad-Bhagavatam. His other names
include Vinayaka (great leader), Vighneshvara (the remover of
obstacles), Gajanana (elephant-faced). Lord Ganesh is said to
have two wives or Shaktis named Siddhi (success) and Riddhi
(prosperity). Thus, if anyone pleaseslord Ganeshwith prayers or
worship, he gets blessings of his wives. But if used improperly,
success and prosperity can be distractions on the path toward
the goal of spiritual wisdom.

Influence in Japanese history

Lord Ganesh is worshipped as Daishokangiten (or Kangiten),
Sho-ten, Ganabachi Nandikeshvara & Binayakaten in Japan
Ganesh is still worshipped in Japan at the Jingoji monastery of
Takao, a special temple is consecrated to the esoteric Twin
Ganesh Special shrines are also dedicated to Ganesh in some
other Mantraynic monasteries. In the Hozanji temple on Mt.
Ikoma in Nara, Sho-ten is worshipped mainly by the merchants.
In Osakawe have the biggest temple of Sho-ten, where, besides
devotees, a permanent priest offers prayers daily.




ShiLakshuhevi

Shri Lakshmi Devi ichljo-Ten

Introduction

Goddess Lakshmi is the consort and shakti (potency) of Lord
Vishnu. Lakshmi or Sri is the Goddessof fortune, wealth, power
and beauty. Wealth means not only money, but also the higher
values and qualities of life. The power of the mind and intellect
is also a must if one wants to be truly wealthy which includes
spiritual wealth. These are prerequisites to attaining spiritual
knowledge. She appears along with Vamana, Parashuram, Ram
& Krishna as Kamala, Dharani, Sita and Rukmini respectively.
They are inseparable. Lakshmi is also known in Her other eight
forms as Veera, Adhi, Gaja, Vijaya, Dhana, Aiswarya, Santhan,
and Dhanya. GoddessMahalLakshmiis an aspect of Durga & not
Lakshmi.

Influence in Japanese history

Shri Lakshmi Devi is being famous as Kichijo-ten, Kichisho-ten or
Kisshoten or Makashiri (Maha Sri). There is a suburban district
in Tokyo named Kichijo, which traces its roots to ' L a k s h n
Images of Goddess Lakshmi have been very popular among
Japanese Buddhist monks from Nara period. Famousimages can
still be found in the refectory of the Horyuji temple, Yakushkji
Temple and Hokke-do shrine of the Todal-ji temple. Yet, another
very famous sculpted image is preserved in a shrine of the
Jaruri-ji temple, Kyoto.




Shiburgdevi
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Shri Durga Devi Benten

Introduction

Durga is the goddess of the universe. She is the power of
knowledge, wisdom and memory. She has 64 different forms.
Some of the names are Amba (Ambika), Bhadra, Bhagavati,
Katyayani, Meenakshi Rajarajeshvari, Devi, Kali, Sati, etc. Uma
(Parvati) is the maiden name for the consort of Lord Shiva. She
represents matter (prakriti). Shiva is the god of destruction,
which has no meaning without objects to destroy. She has either
4, 8, 10, 18, 20 hands and 3 eyes. Items in her hands can
include a conch, disc, trident, bow, arrow, sword, dagger, shield,
rosary, wine cup and bell, each represent her various powers.
She also rides a lion which represents power. But also the animal
tendency of greed for food & other sensual objects. Her riding on
the lion represents full control of such tendencies.

Influence in Japanese history

In Japan, Durgadevi is in the form of goddess Saraswati, mainly
depicted holding a Veena as a charming goddess of music, fine
arts & learning. Benten (goddess Saraswati in Japanese) with a
flute is a beautiful lady. But Benten with a sword is a brave lady
resembling goddess Durga. There is an image of Benten in war-
like posture, in Enoshima holding a sword in her hand with a
serpent and tortoise sitting at her feet & two Deva kings
standing on either side.




Shidagannd@hlad@ubhadra

Introduction

Lord Kr i s Hama éssJagannatha is the manifestation of
His ecstasy that He feels when He leaves the opulence of
Dwaraka, represented by the Puri temple, to return to
Vrindavan represented by Gundichatemple. Soin the mood
of separation from His loving devotees, Jagannatha mounts
His chariot and returns to Vrindavan. Also, He is the
embodiment of Lord Krishna's love for Srimati Radharani
While Lord Krishna was living in Dwaraka, he felt great
separation from Radharani and the residents of Vrindavana.
On the day of one solar eclipse, He traveled to Kuruksetra
with His brother Balarama and His sister Subhadra on His
chariot. There He met Srimati Radharani and other residents
of Vrindavan. All wanted to take the Lord back to Vrindavan.
While thinking of this meeting, He entered mahabhava, the
highest sentiments of spiritual loving exchange. In that state,
His eyes dilated like fully bloomed lotuses and His hands
and legs retreated into His body.

The first Rath yatra outside India was initiated by A. C
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad (founder of ISKCON) on
July 9, 1967 in San Francisca The Lord of the Universe
(Lord Jagannath) now parades in major cities of the world.




ShiBalaji
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Shri Balaji Tirupati Temple, India

Introduction

Deity of Lord Venkateshwara (also famous as Tirupati-Balaji)
residing in the town of Tirupati is the Lord of Lakshmi The
name \Venkateshwara can be split into multiple parts
in Sanskrit Vem (Destray), Kata (Sin),
and /shwara (Supreme Lord). It is said that Lord
Kubera credited money to Lord Venkateshwara (a form of
Lord Vishnu) for his marriage with Padmavati. Remembering
this, devotees visit Tirupati to donate money and gold in
Venkateshwara's Hundi ("Donation pot"), so that he can
repay Lord Kubera.

Notable Venkateswara temples outside of India

Lord Venkateswara Temples outside India includes the
following (besides many Temples in US & UK): Malaysia (Sri
Venkatachalapathi Swami Sannadhi, Batu Caves, Selangor),
Canada (Richmond Hill Hindu Temple, Toronto, Ontario),
Mauritius  (Shri  Venkateshwara Bhaktula Sangham),
Singapore (Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple), Australia (Sri
Venkateswara Temple), Kenya (Nairobi), Uganda (Kampala),
Nigeria (Lagos), Tanzania (Dar es Salaam), Botswana
(Gaborone). With immense pleasure Vedic Culture Centre
Japanis now also being added to this esteemed list!




ShiHanumaniji

Shri Hanumaniji Golden Hanuman, Thailand

Introduction

Believed to be an avatar of Lord Shiva, Lord Hanuman is
worshiped as a symbol of physical strength, perseverance and
devotion. It is hard to find a vedic personality who is at once so
powerful, learned, philosophic, humble and amusing. Lord
Hanuman's name too illustrates his self-effacing character, being
made up of ‘hanan' (annihilation) and 'man' (mind), thus
indicating one who has conquered his ego. Lord Hanuman is
believed as the first to Teach Pranayamaand the Inventor of the
Surya Namaskar

Presence outside of India

Egypt: Egyptian scholars have pointed that Indian gods are
linked to the solar of Egypt as the Ishwara to the Orisis, Nandi to
Apis and Lord Hanuman to Cynocephalus

Indonesia: The vibrant scenes carved onto the inner wall of the
gallery encircling the Prambanan Temple in Java are from the
Ramayanai portraying Lord Hanuman.

Cambodia Walls in Angkor Vat Temple have unique presentation
of Lord Hanuman making an appearance at the churning of the
oceans with Ravan The Khmer royalty in Cambodia have been
found as a worshipper of Lord Hanuman.

Thailand: Golden Hanuman can also be found in Thailand
Trininad & Tobago: In 2003, 85-foot Karya Siddhi Hanuman
murthi was installed at CarapichaimaTrinidad and Tobago.




ShiBuddhadev

Shri Buddha

Introduction

Lord Buddha is predicted in Srimad-Bhagavat much before His advent.
When He appeared, people performed rituals for material enjoyment.
Some included animal sacrifices, which had begun indiscriminately on
the plea of vedic rituals and then indulging in eating flesh. Being
misled by unworthy priests, animal kiling was going on and the
people were becoming degraded & atheistic. Thus, Lord Buddha
appeared and rejected the Vedic rituals and preached the philosophy
of nonviolence. In the Dhammapada (129-130) He says, "All beings
fear death and pain, life is dear to all; therefore the wise man will not
kill or cause anything to be killed." Buddha also taught that suffering
is essentially caused by ignorance and mental confusion about the
purpose of life. Suffering can end if we get rid of confusion. Else it
causes to perform unwanted activities that become part of our karma
that must be endured in this or another existence. When karma
ceases, so does the need for birth and, naturally, old age, sorrow, and
death. With the cessation of birth, there is the cessation of
consciousnessand entrance into nirvana follows. Thus, according to
this, there is no soul and no personal God, but only the void, the
nothingness that is the essenceof everything to which we must return.

Influence in Japan

The history of Buddhism in Japan can be roughly divided into three
periods, namely the Nara period (710-794), the Heian period (794i
1185) and the post-Heian period (1185 onwards). The root of the
Japanese word for Buddhism, b v k k(y T?) comes from (butsu,
fbuddhao )+ (kK y, At e ac hAbaug @)million people in Japan
claim to be Buddhist practitioners and/or believers.




ShiRishabdev

Shri Rishabdev Kesariyaji (Main temple of Shri Rishabdev)

Introduction
Lord Rishabhdevis an incarnation of the Supreme Lord, who
appeared as the son of King Nabhi and his wife Merudeuvi.
He demonstrated the path of spiritual perfection by
performing yoga and instructing His sons in the process
of tapasya, austerities for spiritual development. This path
sanctifies o0 n e éxsstence and leads to eternal spiritual
happiness This is followed by those who have fully
controlled their sensesand are honored by all orders of life.
The Bhagavata Purana (1.3. 13) says

y h EQI ¢Tip g x 1Ny O }A4 &O1
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azamne mer Uduevyb nbbherurjulktraa ma
dar Sayan vEblt ma sdahr AvrbBShraamagank X

References in Jainism

It is believed that Lord Risabhadeva was the founder of
Jainismin the present half-cycle of time. He was a man, but
became immortal and a Tirthankar (Teaching God), and
taught the Path of Perfection to others. There have been
twenty-three subsequent Tirthankars who re-affirmed His
doctrine.




ShiNarasimhadev

Shri Nrsimhadev  Shri Nrsimhadev at Banteay Srei, Cambodia

Introduction

Lord Nrsimhadev or Nrsinghadev (half-man half-lion), is an
incarnation of the Supreme Lord that displayed the anger and
power of the Supreme Being when one of His devotees was in
peril. The Lord placed the demon Hiranyakashipu on His lap and
with His long fingernails tore apart the body of the atheist who
had threatened the life of his son, Prahlada, who was a staunch
devotee of the Lord. This is one of the most popular stories
describedin the Puranas

Lord Nrsimhadev in other countries

There is a tradition of celebrating the procession ceremony of
the deity Narasimha avatar, in Lalitpur district of the Kathmandu
Valley in Nepal The fifth day of holy Shrawan month i.e.
Shrawan Krishna Panchami of the Hindu Lunar Calendar is
marked as auspicious day for the religious procession, Narasimha
Yatra. This tradition of the holy procession has been held for
more than a hundred years.

One of the galleries of Banteay Srei Temple in Cambodia shows
Lord Nr si Uh a@lawng the demon Hi r aUy a ktmusSi p
protecting Bhakt Prahlad Lord Nrsimhadev also appears as one
of the faces in the deity of Panch-mukhi Hanumaan.




